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To the memory of those who lost their lives in 
two World Wars and whose names appear on the 
war memorial at Great Urswick. 
 

World War I  1914-1918
G. Armer 
G. Barrow 
J. Bayliff 
J. Churchman 
R.P.T.W. Edmondson 
J.J. Fisher 
A.B. Frost 
A. Garnett 
W.G. Hall 
E.I. Harrison 
G. Hastings 
R. Helm 
J. Hird 
C.S. Jackson 
J.P. Jones 

A. Leviston 
S. Line 
W.D. Mossop 
S. Oliver 
J. Pitt-Pladdy 
W. Poole  
J. Procter  
J. Remmington 
J.P. Slater 
E. Smith 
T. Smith 
W.J.E. Trenouth 
R. Walker 
J.M. Wilkinson  

 
World War II  1939 - 1945 

N. Ashburner  
F.N. Benson 
N. Jackson 
W. Smith 

M. Stables 
W.K. Thornborrow 
W.D. Waterhouse 
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A Rural Memorial 

 
Your names are set in Stainton’s stone 
Your sacrifice recorded 
Lead letters reflect the loss felt by 
A community united. 
 
‘For King and country’ was the call 
That you all bravely answered 
Respect for what you did shared by 
A community united.  
 
You left the comfort you had known 
To fight in unknown places 
It was for values given by 
A community united. 
 
In trenches, ships and planes you died 
Your pain beyond description 
Was known at home in grief felt by 
A community united. 
 
You were the sons of this fair place 
Where your forebears grew before you 
Those links through time were strengthened by 
A community united. 
 
What would you think were you to see 
The changes that have followed 
No more the knowing banter by 
A community united. 
 
No more the sons of sons of sons 
Perpetuate what you once knew 
Empathis ing as you walked by 
A community united. 
 
I honour your names set there in stone 
Like those who loved you feel your pain 
And pray that you are cared for by 
A community united. 
 

Ray Wilson. 
Urswickian. 
© 14 September 2006. 
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Introduction 
 

This book provides details of individuals whose names appear on the Urswick war memorial from 
both World War I and World War II.  They appear in alphabetical order irrespective of which 
World War they served in or the date of their death.  
 
The details provided on each person have been derived from various sources but for all, the 
information relating to them held by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission is included and 
is the first to appear. 
 
In a number of instances it has not been possible to confirm with certainty that the details which 
have been found relate to the person whose name appears on the war memorial, but when the 
probability has been judged to be sufficiently high, they have been included.  In such cases they 
are identified by their names appearing in italics. 
 
For the five names listed below, all of whom died in World War I, no further details have been 
located as of 2006.  In these cases the tragedy of their loss, as commemorated on the war 
memorial, is respectfully recorded here by listing their names below.  It is intended to continue 
searching for additional details for all those appearing on the war memorial with the possibility of 
there inclusion in a later edition should that prove to be justified.  
 
 

 
J J Fisher 

 
A B Frost 

 
J P Jones 

 
S Oliver 

 
R Walker 

 
 
 
It is possible that the family of Private Fisher were tenants at the Swan Hotel in Little Urswick, but 
this connection is not confirmed. 
 
The above Arthur Frost is understood to have lived at Daisy Hill next door to Laurel Cottage. 

 
Details relating to Petty Officer Thomas Aldous Boulton have also been included even though, at 
the present time, his name does not appear on the Urswick war memorial.
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A newspaper article dated 17 June 1922 relating to the roll of honour placed inside Urswick church 
commemorating those from Urswick Parish who both died and served in World War I. 
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Name: ARMER 

Initials:  G 
Nationality:  United Kingdom 

Rank: Corporal 

Regiment/Service: York and Lancaster Regiment 
Unit Text:  2nd Bn. 

Age: 23 
Date of Death: 20/05/1916 

Service No: 10396 
Awards: MM 

Additional information:  Son of George and Alice Armer, of 23, Watson's Yard, Blacker 
Hill, Barnsley. 

Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead 
Grave/Memorial 

Reference: 
II. N. 4. 

Cemetery: ESSEX FARM CEMETERY 
Location Information:  Boezinge is a village in the province of West Flanders, north of 

Ieper on the Diksmuidseweg road (N369). From the station turn 
left into M.Fochlaan and go to the roundabout, then turn right and 
continue to the next roundabout. Turn left and drive to the next 
roundabout and then turn right into Oude Veurnestraat. At the 
roundabout turn left onto the Diksmuidseweg, and follow the road 
under the motorway bridge; the Cemetery will be found on the 
right hand side of the road.  

Historical Information:  The land south of Essex Farm was used as a dressing station 
cemetery from April 1915 to August 1917. The burials were made 
without definite plan and some of the divisions which occupied 
this sector may be traced in almost every part of the cemetery, but 
the 49th (West Riding) Division buried their dead of 1915 in Plot 
I, and the 38th (Welsh) Division used Plot III in the autumn of 
1916. There are 1,199 servicemen of the First World War buried or 
commemorated in this cemetery. 102 of the burials are 
unidentified but special memorials commemorate 19 casualties 
known or believed to be buried among them. The cemetery was 
designed by Sir Reginald Blomfield. It was in Essex Farm 
Cemetery that Lieutenant-Colonel John McCrae of the Canadian 
Army Medical Corps wrote the poem ' In Flanders Fields' in May 
1915. The 49th Division Memorial is immediately behind the 
cemetery, on the canal bank. 
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Name: ASHBURNER, NORMAN 

Initials:  N 
Nationality:  United Kingdom 

Rank: Flying Officer 

Regiment/Service: Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve 
Unit Text:  12 Sqdn. 

Age: 27 
Date of Death: 24/08/1943 

Service No: 128583 
Additional information:  Son of Thomas and Elizabeth Ashburner, of Urswick, Lancashire. 

Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead 
Grave/Memorial 

Reference: 
Panel 123. 

Memorial:  RUNNYMEDE MEMORIAL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Above:  Norman as a boy with his rabbit at Willow 
Grove, Great Urswick. 
 
Left:  Norman (centre front) as a member of the 
Urswick Football team 
 
 
 
 
 

A separate book has been written which is specific to Norman Ashburner. 
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Name: BARROW, GEORGE WALTER  

Initials:  G W 
Nationality:  United Kingdom 

Rank: Company Sergeant Major 

Regiment/Service: King's Own (Royal Lancaster Regiment) 
Unit Text:  1st/5th Bn. 

Age: 29 
Date of Death: 26/01/1917 

Service No: 240011 
Additional information:  Native of Lancaster. Son of Edward and Eliza Barrow. Husband of 

Mrs. Hornby (formerly Barrow), of Snipe Gill, Marton, Ulverston. 
Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead 

Grave/Memorial 
Reference: 

VIII. C. 173. 

Cemetery: BOULOGNE EASTERN CEMETERY  

Location Information:  Boulogne-sur-Mer is a large Channel port. Boulogne Eastern 
Cemetery, one of the town cemeteries, lies in the district of St 
Martin Boulogne, just beyond the eastern (Chateau) corner of the 
Citadel (Haute-Ville). The cemetery is a large civil cemetery, split 
in two by the Rue de Dringhem, just south of the main road (RN42) 
to St Omer. The Commonwealth War Graves plot is located down 
the western edge of the southern section of the cemetery, with an 
entrance in the Rue de Dringhen. Car parking is available along the 
Rue de Dringhen.  

Historical Information:  Boulogne, was one of the three base ports most extensively used by 
the Commonwealth armies on the Western Front throughout the 
First World War. It was closed and cleared on the 27 August when 
the Allies were forces to fall back ahead of the German advance, 
but was opened again in October and from that month to the end of 
the war, Boulogne and Wimereux formed one of the chief hospital 
areas. Until June 1918, the dead from the hospitals at Boulogne 
itself were buried in the Cimetiere de L'Est, one of the town 
cemeteries, the Commonwealth graves forming a long, narrow strip 
along the right hand edge of the cemetery. In the spring of 1918, it 
was found that space was running short in the Eastern Cemetery in 
spite of repeated extensions to the south, and the site of the new 
cemetery at Terlincthun was chosen. During the Second World 
War, hospitals were again posted to Boulogne for a short time in 
May 1940. The town was taken by the Germans at the end of that 
month and remained in their hands until recaptured by the 
Canadians on 22 September 1944. Boulogne Eastern Cemetery 
contains 5,577 Commonwealth burials of the First World War and 
224 from the Second World War. The Commonwealth plots were 
designed by Charles Holden. 

 
Note:  Further research is necessary to completely validate that the above data correlates with the 
name G. Barrow on Urswick’s war memorial. 
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Name: BAYLIFF,  JOHN  

Initials:  J 
Nationality:  Born in the United Kingdom 

Rank: Private 

Regiment/Service: U.S. Army 316th Infantry Regiment 
Unit Text:  79th Division 

Date of Death: 28/09/1918 
Additional information:  Born and lived at Well Head House, Little Urswick before 

emigrating to America with two of his brothers. 
Grave/Memorial 

Reference: 
Plot D Row 4 Grave 7 

Cemetery: MEUSE-ARGONNE AMERICAN CEMETRY, ROMAGNE, 
FRANCE 

 
 
The above information about John Bayliff is derived from a combination of data held by the 
American Battle Monuments Commission and his nephew.  John Bayliff, who was known as Jack 
within his family, emigrated to Pennsylvania with two of his brothers.  The two brothers were not 
enlisted for war service because they were employed in the Pennsylvania coal mines.
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Name: BENSON, FRANK NORMAN 

Initials:  F N 
Nationality:  United Kingdom 

Rank: Sergeant (Flt. Engr.) 

Regiment/Service: Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve 
Unit Text:  189 Sqdn. 

Age: 33 
Date of Death: 04/03/1945 

Service No: 1897888 
Additional information:  Son of John and Elizabeth Blanch Benson; husband of Jean Maree 

Benson, of Herne Hill, London. 
Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead 

Grave/Memorial 
Reference: 

Grave 143. 

Cemetery: URSWICK (ST. MARY) CHURCHYARD  
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Operation Gisella  

During the early morning darkness of 4 March 1945 a force of 450 Lancaster's, Halifax's and 
Mosquito raided Kamen and Ladbergen in western Germany. After completing their attacks for the 
loss of seven aircraft, the bombers turned home. As they did so, a large force of German night 
fighters roared into the air and headed west in pursuit. This was Operation "Gisella", the long-
planned intruder operation against Bomber Command bases. During previous weeks individual 
German night fighters had followed the bombers back to their bases, their crews with strict orders 
to note the enemy approach and landing procedures but on no account were they to engage. Now 
the constraints were lifted and more than a hundred Junkers Ju 88 and Heinkel He 219 night 
fighters swept over the North Sea making for the Bomber Command airfields in Norfolk, Suffolk, 
Lincolnshire and Yorkshire. Twenty-seven of the bases came under attack as well as the bombers 
returning from Germany. The intruders caught several planes on training f lights. Twenty bombers 
were shot down over England, bringing Bomber Commandos total loss that night to 27 - the 
heaviest for a long time. German losses are not known, but were probably between three and six 
aircrafts. From the Luftwaffe's viewpoint Operation Gisella was a success, but the operation would 
never be repeated on the same scale.  

The loss of Sgt. Frank Norman Benson 

Some of the aircraft lost over England had been flying 
diversionary operations whilst the operational target for Sgt. 
Benson’s Lancaster was the Dortmund-Ems Canal, near to 
Ladbergen, which was breached in 2 places and put 
completely out of action.  The return flight for this Lancaster 
to its base a Fulbeck on the Nottinghamshire-Lincolnshire 
border passed close to an East Anglian airfield that wasn’t 
involved in the operation.  The Junkers Ju88, which shot 
down Sgt. Benson, was in the vicinity of this airfield as part 
of operation Gisella.  The Lancaster crashed at East Rudham 
in Norfolk. 

The crew members who died with Sgt. Benson 

Flying Officer Sidney James Reid, RCAF, pilot, service number J/35563, aged 30. 

Sgt. Marquis Roland Bullock, RCAF, air gunner, service number R/270474, aged 22. 

Flight Sgt. George Frederick Caley, RCAF, air gunner, service number R/271098, aged 19. 

Flying Officer Thomas Joseph Nelson, RCAF, navigator, service number J/39876, aged 22. 

Flying Officer Howard Geoffrey Harrison, RAF, bomber aimer, service number 154682, aged 21. 

Flight Sgt. Robert McCormack, RAF, wireless operator.  (Sgt. McCormack has not been found in 
the records of the Commonwealth War Graves Commission.  These details have been provided by 
189 Squadron historian, W.H. Rust) 

______ 
It is understood that Sgt. Benson was known locally as Frankie and that his parents lived at 
Wellington Street, Dalton. 
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Name: BOULTON, THOMAS ALDOUS 

Initials:  T A 
Nationality:  United Kingdom 

Rank: Petty Officer Stoker 

Regiment/Service: Royal Navy 
Unit Text:  H.M. Submarine Thunderbolt 

Date of Death: 28/03/1943 
Service No: D/KX 81414 

Awards: DSM 
Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead 

Grave/Memorial 
Reference: 

Panel 81, Column 3. 

Memorial:  PLYMOUTH NAVAL MEMORIAL  
 
Petty Officer Boulton originated from Lowestoft and married Dorothy Bertha Atkinson of Great 
Urswick on 4 December 1939.  In Urswick village he was known as Ben Boulton for reasons 
which have been lost.  It is not known why his name is absent from the Urswick war memorial but 
it is included here out of respect for his sacrifice and for the loss sustained by his Urswick family. 
 
It is understood that he received his Distinguished Service Medal for gallantry whilst serving on 
HM Submarine Thunderbolt. 

_________ 
 

HM Submarine Thetis sank whilst on sea trial in Liverpool Bay on 1 June 1939 with the loss of 99 
of the 103 men on board.  The number on board exceeded the submarine’s normal crew by fifty, 
this being due to the many additional personnel associated with the trials of the newly built craft, 
and included those from her builders, Cammel Laird of Birkenhead, and from Vickers Armstrong. 
 
Thetis was recovered and returned to Cammel Laird as a battered hull. She was stripped 
completely as soon as the salvage crews had left her.  Events were dictated by a wartime economy. 
Submarines were needed fast.  If refitted the submarine could be back in service within the year.  
 
All traces of the boat’s previous identity were erased.  
 
In November 1939 she joined the 3rd Submarine Flotilla bearing a new name.  Thunderbolt. 
Commanded by Lieutenant Cecil Crouch, every man on board was a volunteer, and all knew she 
was the old Thetis.  
 
Thunderbolt went into action when the Battle of the Atlantic was at its height.  On 3rd December, 
1940 she proceeded in the company of her fellow submarines Tribune and Cachelot, escorted by 
the armed yacht Cutty Sark. Some forty hours later the ships parted company with Thunderbolt 
heading south into her designated patrol area.  On the morning of December 15th, she had made 
her first 'kill'.  An Italian submarine Tarantini was hit by Thunderbolt's torpedoes.  
 
More successes followed, and by 1943 Thunderbolt had notched up seven sinkings by torpedo, six 
by gun action and had served on two special assignments.  All on board had forgotten the Thetis 
and it was in a spirit of high confidence that they set out on their sixth Mediterranean patrol.  
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On the night of March 12th Thunderbolt sighted a large convoy escorted by a single Italian sloop. 
Picking out the largest freighter in the group Crouch made a torpedo attack.  Minutes later the 
target - the steamer Esterel was sinking rapidly, Thunderbolt turned away to escape the attentions 
of the pursuing sloop - Cicogna, commanded by Capitano di Corvetta Augusto Migliorini.  He was 
an ex-submariner, and his ability to predict the movements of his quarry made him a dangerous 
adversary.  
 
A grim cat-and-mouse game developed with the Italian sweeping the area in the knowledge that 
the submarine would have to surface before long.  Methodically he patrolled back and forth 
waiting for the tell-tale echo on his sounding equipment that would locate his enemy.  His patience 
was rewarded. At 8.54 am on March 14th a strong signal told him that he was immediately above 
the submarine and as he turned to go into his attack thunderbolt's periscope emerged a mere ten 
feet away on the starboard bow.    
 
Twenty four depth charges hurtled from their racks, the sea erupted and before the water settled 
Thunderbolt's stern rose drunkenly from the sea, hung there for a moment, tipped to almost 90 
degrees from horizontal, and then disappeared.  
 
For the second time in her life the old Thetis had thrust her stern into the air before plunging 3000 
feet to the bottom of the Mediterranean off San Vito lo Capo, north west Sicily.  But this time she 
had gone for ever.  
 
The men who had survived the Thetis disaster, Arnold, Oram, Shaw and Woods must have relived 
their experience when they heard of the loss of Thunderbolt.  The admiralty announcement was 
made on June 2nd 1943, exactly four years after they had escaped from their steel tomb.  
 
"The Admiralty regrets to announce that His Majesties Submarine Thunderbolt must now be 
considered lost...."   The curtain had finally fallen.  
 
(At the time of writing it is not known why there is a discrepancy between the date provided above 
by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission for the date of Petty Officer Boulton’s death and 
the date presented here of 14 March.  With further research a later edition may be able provide 
clarif ication.) 
 

 
 



Page  15 of 57 

 
Name: CHURCHMAN, JOHN       

Initials:  J 
Nationality:  United Kingdom 

Rank: Private 

Regiment/Service: King's Own (Royal Lancaster Regiment) 
Unit Text:  2nd/5th Bn. 

Age: 38 
Date of Death: 26/10/1917 

Service No: 241912 
Additional information:  Son of Henry James Churchman. 

Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead 
Grave/Memorial 

Reference: 
Panel 18 to 19. 

Memorial:  TYNE COT MEMORIAL  

Location Information:  The Tyne Cot Memorial to the Missing forms the north-eastern 
boundary of Tyne Cot Cemetery, which is located 9 kilometres 
north east of Ieper town centre, on the Tynecotstraat, a road 
leading from the Zonnebeekseweg (N332). The names of those 
from United Kingdom units are inscribed on Panels arranged by 
Regiment under their respective Ranks. The names of those from 
New Zealand units are inscribed on panels within the New Zealand 
Memorial Apse located at the centre of the Memorial. 

Historical Information:  The Tyne Cot Memorial is one of four memorials to the missing in 
Belgian Flanders which cover the area known as the Ypres Salient. 
Broadly speaking, the Salient stretched from Langemarck in the 
north to the northern edge in Ploegsteert Wood in the south, but it 
varied in area and shape throughout the war. The Salient was 
formed during the First Battle of Ypres in October and November 
1914, when a small British Expeditionary Force succeeded in 
securing the town before the onset of winter, pushing the German 
forces back to the Passchendaele Ridge. The Second Battle of 
Ypres began in April 1915 when the Germans released poison gas 
into the Allied lines north of Ypres. This was the first time gas had 
been used by either side and the violence of the attack forced an 
Allied withdrawal and a shortening of the line of defence. There 
was little more significant activity on this front until 1917, when in 
the Third Battle of Ypres an offensive was mounted by 
Commonwealth forces to divert German attention from a 
weakened French front further south. The initial attempt in June to 
dislodge the Germans from the Messines Ridge was a complete 
success, but the main assault north-eastward, which began at the 
end of July, quickly became a dogged struggle against determined 
opposition and the rapidly deteriorating weather. The campaign 
finally came to a close in November with the capture of 
Passchendaele. The German offensive of March 1918 met with 
some initial success, but was eventually checked and repulsed in a 
combined effort by the Allies in September. The battles of the 
Ypres Salient claimed many lives on both sides and it quickly  
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became clear that the commemoration of members of the  
Commonwealth forces with no known grave would have to be 
divided between several different sites. The site of the Menin Gate 
was chosen because of the hundreds of thousands of men who 
passed through it on their way to the battlefields. It commemorates 
those of all Commonwealth nations except New Zealand who died 
in the Salient, in the case of United Kingdom casualties before 16 
August 1917. Those United Kingdom and New Zealand 
servicemen who died after that date are named on the memorial at 
Tyne Cot, a site which marks the furthest point reached by 
Commonwealth forces in Belgium until nearly the end of the war. 
Other New Zealand casualties are commemorated on memorials at 
Buttes New British Cemetery and Messines Ridge British 
Cemetery. The TYNE COT MEMORIAL now bears the names of 
almost 35,000 officers and men whose graves are not known. The 
memorial, designed by Sir Herbert Baker with sculpture by Joseph 
Armitage and F V Blundstone, was unveiled by Sir Gilbert Dyett 
in July 1927. The memorial forms the north-eastern boundary of 
TYNE COT CEMETERY, which was established around a 
captured German blockhouse or pill-box used as an advanced 
dressing station. The original battlefield cemetery of 343 graves 
was greatly enlarged after the Armistice when remains were 
brought in from the battlefields of Passchendaele and Langemarck, 
and from a few small burial grounds. It is now the largest 
Commonwealth war cemetery in the world in terms of burials. At 
the suggestion of King George V, who visited the cemetery in 
1922, the Cross of Sacrifice was placed on the original large pill-
box. There are three other pill-boxes in the cemetery. There are 
now 11,952 Commonwealth servicemen of the First World War 
buried or commemorated in Tyne Cot Cemetery. 8,365 of the 
burials are unidentified but there are special memorials to more 
than 80 casualties known or believed to be buried among them. 
Other special memorials commemorate 20 casualties whose graves 
were destroyed by shell fire. The cemetery was designed by Sir 
Herbert Baker. 
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Name: EDMONDSON, ROYE PERCIVAL THOMAS 

Initials:  R P T 
Nationality:  United Kingdom 

Rank: Private 

Regiment/Service: East Surrey Regiment 
Unit Text:  8th Bn. 

Age: 19 
Date of Death: 18/09/1918 

Service No: 29288 
Additional information:  Son of Thomas and Isabella Edmondson, of Stainton, Dalton-in-

Furness, Lancs. 
Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead 

Grave/Memorial 
Reference: 

Panel 6. 

Memorial:  VIS-EN-ARTOIS MEMORIAL  

Location Information:  Vis-en-Artois and Haucourt are villages on the straight main road 
from Arras to Cambrai about 10 kilometres south-east of Arras. 
Within the grounds of Vis-en-Artois British Cemetery, which is 
west of Haucourt on the north side of the main road, will be found 
the Vis-en-Artois Memorial. 

Historical Information:  This Memorial bears the names of over 9,000 men who fell in the 
period from 8 August 1918 to the date of the Armistice in the 
Advance to Victory in Picardy and Artois, between the Somme 
and Loos, and who have no known grave. They belonged to the 
forces of Great Britain and Ireland and South Africa; the Canadian, 
Australian and New Zealand forces being commemorated on other 
memorials to the missing. The Memorial consists of a screen wall 
in three parts. The middle part of the screen wall is concave and 
carries stone panels on which names are carved. It is 26 feet high 
flanked by pylons 70 feet high. The Stone of Remembrance stands 
exactly between the pylons and behind it, in the middle of the 
screen, is a group in relief representing St George and the Dragon. 
The flanking parts of the screen wall are also curved and carry 
stone panels carved with names. Each of them forms the back of a 
roofed colonnade; and at the far end of each is a small building. 
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Name: GARNETT, ABRAHAM 

Initials:  A 
Nationality:  United Kingdom 

Rank: Gunner 

Regiment/Service: Royal Garrison Artillery 
Unit Text:  129th Heavy Bty. 

Age: 26 
Date of Death: 16/01/1920 

Service No: 77228 
Additional information:  Son of Edward Garnett. Born at Much Urswick. 

Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead 
Grave/Memorial 

Reference: 
South-West part. 

Cemetery: URSWICK (ST. MARY) CHURCHYARD  
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Abraham Garnett, known in the family as Abe, was born and grew up at Midtown Farm, Great 
Urswick. 
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Name: HALL, WILLIAM G.   

Initials:  W G 
Nationality:  United Kingdom 

Rank: Lance Corporal 

Regiment/Service: King's Own (Royal Lancaster Regiment) 
Unit Text:  "C" Coy. 1st Bn. 

Age: 20 
Date of Death: 23/05/1915 

Service No: 1998 
Additional information:  Son of the late George and Esther Hall, of 8, Three Bridges, 

Ulverston, Lancs. A Reservist, called up at outbreak of war. 
Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead 

Grave/Memorial 
Reference: 

Panel 12. 

Memorial:  YPRES (MENIN GATE) MEMORIAL  

Location Information:  Ypres (now Ieper) is a town in the Province of West Flanders. The 
Memorial is situated at the eastern side of the town on the road to 
Menin (Menen) and Courtrai (Kortrijk). Each night at 8 pm the 
traffic is stopped at the Menin Gate while members of the local 
Fire Brigade sound the Last Post in the roadway under the 
Memorial's arches. 

Historical Information:  The Menin Gate is one of four memorials to the missing in Belgian 
Flanders which cover the area known as the Ypres Salient. Broadly 
speaking, the Salient stretched from Langemarck in the north to the 
northern edge in Ploegsteert Wood in the south, but it varied in 
area and shape throughout the war. The Salient was formed during 
the First Battle of Ypres in October and November 1914, when a 
small British Expeditionary Force succeeded in securing the town 
before the onset of winter, pushing the German forces back to the 
Passchendaele Ridge. The Second Battle of Ypres began in April 
1915 when the Germans released poison gas into the Allied lines 
north of Ypres. This was the first time gas had been used by either 
side and the violence of the attack forced an Allied withdrawal and 
a shortening of the line of defence. There was little more 
signif icant activity on this front until 1917, when in the Third 
Battle of Ypres an offensive was mounted by Commonwealth 
forces to divert German attention from a weakened French front 
further south. The initial attempt in June to dislodge the Germans 
from the Messines Ridge was a complete success, but the main 
assault north-eastward, which began at the end of July, quickly 
became a dogged struggle against determined opposition and the 
rapidly deteriorating weather. The campaign finally came to a close 
in November with the capture of Passchendaele. The German 
offensive of March 1918 met with some initial success, but was 
eventually checked and repulsed in a combined effort by the Allies 
in September. The battles of the Ypres Salient claimed many lives 
on both sides and it quickly became clear that the commemoration 
of members of the Commonwealth forces with no known grave  
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would have to be divided between several different sites. The site  
of the Menin Gate was chosen because of the hundreds of 
thousands of men who passed through it on their way to the 
battlefields. It commemorates those of all Commonwealth nations 
(except New Zealand) who died in the Salient, in the case of 
United Kingdom casualties before 16 August 1917. Those United 
Kingdom and New Zealand servicemen who died after that date are 
named on the memorial at Tyne Cot, a site which marks the 
furthest point reached by Commonwealth forces in Belgium until 
nearly the end of the war. Other New Zealand casualties are 
commemorated on memorials at Buttes New British Cemetery and 
Messines Ridge British Cemetery. The YPRES (MENIN GATE) 
MEMORIAL now bears the names of more than 54,000 officers 
and men whose graves are not known. The memorial, designed by 
Sir Reginald Blomfield with sculpture by Sir William Reid-Dick, 
was unveiled by Lord Plumer in July 1927. 
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Name: HARRISON, ISAAC ERNEST 

Initials:  I E 
Nationality:  United Kingdom 

Rank: Private 

Regiment/Service: King's Own (Royal Lancaster Regiment) 
Unit Text:  1st/4th Bn. 

Date of Death: 15/06/1915 
Service No: 2773 

Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead 
Grave/Memorial 

Reference: 
Panel 5. 

Memorial:  LE TOURET MEMORIAL  

Location Information:  Le Touret Memorial is located at the east end of Le Touret Military 
Cemetery, on the south side of the Bethune-Armentieres main 
road. From Bethune follow the signs for Armentieres until you are 
on the D171. Continue on this road through Essars and Le Touret 
village. Approximately 1 kilometre after Le Touret village and 
about 5 kilometres before you reach the intersection with the 
D947, Estaires to La Bassee road, the Cemetery lies on the right 
hand side of the road. The Memorial takes the form of a loggia 
surrounding an open rectangular court. The court is enclosed by 
three solid walls and on the eastern side by a colonnade. East of 
the colonnade is a wall and the colonnade and wall are prolonged 
northwards (to the road) and southwards, forming a long gallery. 
Small pavilions mark the ends of the gallery and the western 
corners of the court. The names of those commemorated are listed 
on panels set into the walls of the court and the gallery, arranged 
by Regiment, Rank and alphabetically by surname within the rank. 
Over 13,000 names are listed on the memorial of men who fell in 
this area before 25 September 1915 and who have no known grave.  

Historical Information:  The Memorial in Le Touret Military Cemetery, Richebourg-
l'Avoue, is one of those erected by the Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission to record the names of the officers and men who fell 
in the Great War and whose graves are not known. It serves the 
area enclosed on the North by the river Lys and a line drawn from 
Estaires to Fournes, and on the South by the old Southern 
boundary of the First Army about Grenay; and it covers the period 
from the arrival of the II Corps in Flanders in 1914 to the eve of 
the Battle of Loos. It does not include the names of officers and 
men of Canadian or Indian regiments; they are found on the 
Memorials at Vimy and Neuve-Chapelle.  
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Name: HASTINGS, GILBERT  

Initials:  G 
Nationality:  United Kingdom 

Rank: Petty Officer 

Regiment/Service: Royal Navy 
Unit Text:  H.M.S. "Vanguard." 

Age: 35 
Date of Death: 09/07/1917 

Service No: 202199 
Additional information:  Son of William and Elizabeth Hastings, of 4, The Green, Lindal, 

Ulverston, Lancs. 
Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead 

Grave/Memorial 
Reference: 

21. 

Memorial:  CHATHAM NAVAL MEMORIAL  

Location Information:  From the Brompton Barracks Chatham - At the traffic signals turn 
right onto Globe Lane - A231 (signposted 'Historic Dockyards'). 
Keep in left hand lane then turn left onto Dock Road (signposted 
Gillingham). At roundabout take the 2nd exit onto Wood Street - 
A231 (signposted Gillingham). Turn Right on Mansion Row (The 
memorial is signposted from here), then 1st left on Sally Port 
Gardens and finally 1st right on King's Bastion. Follow road 
through the housing estate, the car park to the memrial is at the end 
of this road. The Memorial overlooks the town of Chatham and is 
approached by a steep path from the Town Hall Gardens. A copy 
of the Memorial Register is kept in the Naval Chapel of Brompton 
Garrison Church and may be consulted there. The keys to the 
church are held at the Gate House, which is always manned. 
Copies of the Memorial Register may also be consulted at: 
Chatham Library - Tel: 01634 843589 Medway Archives & Local 
Studies Centre - Tel: 01634 332714  

Historical Information:  After the First World War, an appropriate way had to be found of 
commemorating those members of the Royal Navy who had no 
known grave, the majority of deaths having occurred at sea where 
no permanent memorial could be provided. An Admiralty 
committee recommended that the three manning ports in Great 
Britain - Chatham, Plymouth and Portsmouth - should each have 
an identical memorial of unmistakable naval form, an obelisk, 
which would serve as a leading mark for shipping. The memorials 
were designed by Sir Robert Lorimer, who had already carried out 
a considerable amount of work for the Commission, with sculpture 
by Henry Poole. After the Second World War it was decided that 
the naval memorials should be extended to provide space for 
commemorating the naval dead without graves of that war, but 
since the three sites were dissimilar, a different architectural 
treatment was required for each. The architect for the Second 
World War extension at Chatham was Sir Edward Maufe (who 
also designed the Air Forces memorial at Runnymede) and the  
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additional sculpture was by Charles Wheeler and William  
McMillan. Chatham Naval Memorial commemorates more than 
8,500 sailors of the First World War and over 10,000 from the 
Second World War. 
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Name: HELM 

Initials:  R 
Nationality:  United Kingdom 

Rank: Private 

Regiment/Service: King's Own (Royal Lancaster Regiment) 
Unit Text:  1st/4th Bn. 

Date of Death: 28/04/1918 
Service No: 201115 

Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead 
Grave/Memorial 

Reference: 
VIII. U. 22. 

Cemetery: CABARET-ROUGE BRITISH CEMETERY, SOUCHEZ  

Location Information:  Souchez is a village 3.5 kilometres north of Arras on the main road 
to Bethune. The cemetery is about 1.5 kilometres south of the 
village on the west side of the D937 Arras-Bethune Road.  

Historical Information:  On 26 September 1915, Souchez was taken from the Germans by 
French troops, who handed the sector over to Commonwealth 
forces the following March. The village was completely destroyed. 
The "Cabaret Rouge" was a house on the main road about 1 
kilometre south of the village, at a place called Le Corroy, near the 
cemetery. On the east side, opposite the cemetery, were dugouts 
used as battalion headquarters in 1916. The communication 
trenches ended here, including a very long one named from the 
Cabaret. The cemetery was begun by Commonwealth troops in 
March 1916, used until August 1917 (largely by the 47th (London) 
Division and the Canadian Corps) and - at intervals - until 
September 1918; these original burials are in Plots I to V inclusive. 
It was greatly enlarged after the Armistice when more than 7,000 
graves were brought in from the battlefields of Arras and from 103 
other burial grounds in the Nord and the Pas-de-Calais. The 
cemetery now contains 7,655 Commonwealth burials of the First 
World War, more than half of them unidentified. There is also one 
Second World War burial. On 25 May 2000, the remains of an 
unidentified Canadian soldier were entrusted to Canada at a 
ceremony held at the Vimy Memorial, France. The remains had 
been exhumed by staff of the Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission from Cabaret-Rouge British Cemetery, Souchez, Plot 
8, Row E, Grave 7. The remains were laid to rest within the Tomb 
of the Unknown Soldier, in a sarcophagus placed at the foot of the 
National War Memorial, Confederation Square, Ottawa, Canada.  
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Name: HIRD, JOHN 

Initials:  J 
Nationality:  United Kingdom 

Rank: Private 

Regiment/Service: King's Own (Royal Lancaster Regiment) 
Unit Text:  2nd Bn. 

Age: 30 
Date of Death: 08/05/1915 

Service No: 10094 
Additional information:  Son of Mr. and Mrs. Bearpark Hird, of Skelgate, Dalton-in-

Furness, Lancs.; husband of Lily Hird, of 18, Church St., Wootton 
Bassett, Swindon, Wilts. 

Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead 

Grave/Memorial 
Reference: 

Panel 12. 

Memorial:  YPRES (MENIN GATE) MEMORIAL  

Location Information:  Ypres (now Ieper) is a town in the Province of West Flanders. The 
Memorial is situated at the eastern side of the town on the road to 
Menin (Menen) and Courtrai (Kortrijk). Each night at 8 pm the 
traffic is stopped at the Menin Gate while members of the local 
Fire Brigade sound the Last Post in the roadway under the 
Memorial's arches. 

Historical Information:  The Menin Gate is one of four memorials to the missing in Belgian 
Flanders which cover the area known as the Ypres Salient. Broadly 
speaking, the Salient stretched from Langemarck in the north to 
the northern edge in Ploegsteert Wood in the south, but it varied in 
area and shape throughout the war. The Salient was formed during 
the First Battle of Ypres in October and November 1914, when a 
small British Expeditionary Force succeeded in securing the town 
before the onset of winter, pushing the German forces back to the 
Passchendaele Ridge. The Second Battle of Ypres began in April 
1915 when the Germans released poison gas into the Allied lines 
north of Ypres. This was the first time gas had been used by either 
side and the violence of the attack forced an Allied withdrawal and 
a shortening of the line of defence. There was little more 
signif icant activity on this front until 1917, when in the Third 
Battle of Ypres an offensive was mounted by Commonwealth 
forces to divert German attention from a weakened French front 
further south. The initial attempt in June to dislodge the Germans 
from the Messines Ridge was a complete success, but the main 
assault north-eastward, which began at the end of July, quickly 
became a dogged struggle against determined opposition and the 
rapidly deteriorating weather. The campaign finally came to a 
close in November with the capture of Passchendaele. The German 
offensive of March 1918 met with some initial success, but was 
eventually checked and repulsed in a combined effort by the Allies 
in September. The battles of the Ypres Salient claimed many lives 
on both sides and it quickly became clear that the commemoration  
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of members of the Commonwealth forces with no known grave  
would have to be divided between several different sites. The site 
of the Menin Gate was chosen because of the hundreds of 
thousands of men who passed through it on their way to the 
battlefields. It commemorates those of all Commonwealth nations 
(except New Zealand) who died in the Salient, in the case of 
United Kingdom casualties before 16 August 1917. Those United 
Kingdom and New Zealand servicemen who died after that date 
are named on the memorial at Tyne Cot, a site which marks the 
furthest point reached by Commonwealth forces in Belgium until 
nearly the end of the war. Other New Zealand casualties are 
commemorated on memorials at Buttes New British Cemetery and 
Messines Ridge British Cemetery. The YPRES (MENIN GATE) 
MEMORIAL now bears the names of more than 54,000 officers 
and men whose graves are not known. The memorial, designed by 
Sir Reginald Blomfield with sculpture by Sir William Reid-Dick, 
was unveiled by Lord Plumer in July 1927. 
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Name: JACKSON, CLAUDE SHARP 

Initials:  C S 
Nationality:  United Kingdom 

Rank: Private 

Regiment/Service: London Regiment (London Scottish) 
Unit Text:  2nd/14th Bn. 

Age: 23 
Date of Death: 30/04/1918 

Service No: 513238 
Additional information:  Son of Robert and Janet Jackson, of 183, Greengate St., Barrow-in-

Furness. Born at Little Urswick, Ulverston, Lancs. 
Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead 

Grave/Memorial 
Reference: 

O. 10. 

Cemetery: JERUSALEM WAR CEMETERY, Israel  

Location Information:  Jerusalem War Cemetery is 4.5 kilometres north of the walled city 
and is situated on the neck of land at the north end of the Mount of 
Olives, to the west of Mount Scopus. The cemetery is found on 
Or'Hr Hasofim Street, sandwiched between Hadassa Hospital and 
the Hyatt Hotel. The Australian Memorial is opposite the cemetery 
entrance. 

Historical Information:  At the outbreak of the First World War, Palestine (now Israel) was 
part of the Turkish Empire and it was not entered by Allied forces 
until December 1916. The advance to Jerusalem took a further 
year, but from 1914 to December 1917, about 250 Commonwealth 
prisoners of war were buried in the German and Anglo-German 
cemeteries of the city. By 21 November 1917, the Egyptian 
Expeditionary Force had gained a line about five kilometres west 
of Jerusalem, but the city was deliberately spared bombardment 
and direct attack. Very severe fighting followed, lasting until the 
evening of 8 December, when the 53rd (Welsh) Division on the 
south, and the 60th (London) and 74th (Yeomanry) Divisions on 
the west, had captured all the city's prepared defences. Turkish 
forces left Jerusalem throughout that night and in the morning of 9 
December, the Mayor came to the Allied lines with the Turkish 
Governor's letter of surrender. Jerusalem was occupied that day 
and on 11 December, General Allenby formally entered the city, 
followed by representatives of France and Italy. Meanwhile, the 
60th Division pushed across the road to Nablus, and the 53rd 
across the eastern road. From 26 to 30 December, severe f ighting 
took place to the north and east of the city but it remained in Allied 
hands. JERUSALEM WAR CEMETERY was begun after the 
occupation of the city, with 270 burials. It was later enlarged to 
take graves from the battlefields and smaller cemeteries in the 
neighbourhood. There are now 2,514 Commonwealth burials of the 
First World War in the cemetery, 100 of them unidentified. Within 
the cemetery stands the JERUSALEM MEMORIAL, 
commemorating 3,300 Commonwealth servicemen who died  
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during the First World War in operations in Egypt or Palestine and  
who have no known grave.  
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Name: JACKSON, NORMAN 

Initials:  N 
Nationality:  United Kingdom 

Rank: Corporal 

Regiment/Service: Royal Engineers 
Age: 23 

Date of Death: 08/05/1942 
Service No: 1503639 

Additional information:  Son of Joe and Elizabeth J. Jackson, of Little Urswick. 
Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead 

Grave/Memorial 
Reference: 

Grave 120. 

Cemetery: URSWICK (ST. MARY) CHURCHYARD  

 
 
 
 
 
Norman died in a motorcycling accident whilst on duties serving with his regiment. 
 

Norman Jackson 
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As a member of the Urswick Football team, Norman is seen here as the player standing at the 
extreme right of the back row.    
  
Norman’s home was Glebe Cottage, Little Urswick. 
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Name: LEVISTON, ARTHUR 

Initials:  A 
Nationality:  United Kingdom 

Rank: Private 

Regiment/Service: King's Own (Royal Lancaster Regiment) 
Unit Text:  1st/4th Bn. 

Age: 23 
Date of Death: 29/05/1915 

Service No: 2535 
Additional information:  Son of Robert and Esther Leviston, of Laurel Cottage, Great 

Urswick, Ulverston, Lancs. 
Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead 

Grave/Memorial 
Reference: 

III. H. 4. 

Cemetery: MERVILLE COMMUNAL CEMETERY  

Location Information:  Merville is a town 15 kilometres north of Bethune and about 20 
kilometres south-west of Armentieres. The Communal Cemetery is 
on the north-east side of the town to the north of the D38 road to 
Neuf-Berquin. 

Historical Information:  Merville was the scene of fighting between the Germans and 
French and British cavalry early in October 1914 but from the 9th 
of that month to 11 April 1918, it remained in Allied hands. In 
October 1914, and in the autumn of 1915, the town was the 
headquarters of the Indian Corps. It was a railhead until May 1915, 
and a billeting and hospital centre from 1915-1918. The 6th and 
Lahore Casualty Clearing Stations were there from the autumn of 
1914 to the autumn of 1915; the 7th from December 1914, to April 
1917; the 54th (1st/2nd London) from August 1915 to March 1918, 
and the 51st (Highland) from May 1917 to April 1918. On the 
evening of 11 April 1918, in the Battles of the Lys, the Germans 
forced their way into Merville and the town was not retaken until 
19 August. The cemeteries were not used again until the 
concentration of battlefield burials into the Extension began, after 
the Armistice. During the Second World War the river Lys was the 
southern end of a deep but narrow area held by British forces at the 
end of May 1940. Merville is on the territory over which were 
fought desperate rearguard actions during the withdrawal of the 
British Expeditionary Force to the coast, for evacuation from 
Dunkirk. MERVILLE COMMUNAL CEMETERY was used by 
French troops (chiefly cavalry) in October 1914, and for 
Commonwealth burials from that date until August 1916 (in the 
case of officers, to March 1918). It now contains 1,268 
Commonwealth burials of the First World War, and 12 French war 
graves. There is also 1 non war burial. MERVILLE COMMUNAL 
CEMETERY EXTENSION was opened in August 1916, and used 
by Commonwealth and Portuguese hospitals until April 1918. It 
was enlarged after the Armistice when graves were brought in from 
the battlefields immediately north and east of Merville and from  
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Caudescure Halte Cemetery, Morbecque. The Extension now  
contains 920 Commonwealth burials of the First World War, 345 of 
them unidentified. The 92 Second World War burials (18 of them 
unidentified) occurred mostly during the fighting in May 1940 and 
are interspersed among the First World War graves. The Extension 
also contains 19 war graves of other nationalities. The Extension 
was designed by Sir Herbert Baker 
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Name: LYNE, SAVILLE 

Initials:  S 
Nationality:  United Kingdom 

Rank: Private 

Regiment/Service: The King's (Liverpool Regiment) 
Unit Text:  18th Bn. 

Age: 20 
Date of Death: 31/07/1917 

Service No: 52398 
Additional information:  Son of George Lyne, of 15, Newton-in-Furness, Dalton-in-

Furness. 
Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead 

Grave/Memorial 
Reference: 

Panel 4 and 6. 

Memorial:  YPRES (MENIN GATE) MEMORIAL  

Location Information:  Ypres (now Ieper) is a town in the Province of West Flanders. The 
Memorial is situated at the eastern side of the town on the road to 
Menin (Menen) and Courtrai (Kortrijk). Each night at 8 pm the 
traffic is stopped at the Menin Gate while members of the local 
Fire Brigade sound the Last Post in the roadway under the 
Memorial's arches. 

Historical Information:  The Menin Gate is one of four memorials to the missing in Belgian 
Flanders which cover the area known as the Ypres Salient. Broadly 
speaking, the Salient stretched from Langemarck in the north to 
the northern edge in Ploegsteert Wood in the south, but it varied in 
area and shape throughout the war. The Salient was formed during 
the First Battle of Ypres in October and November 1914, when a 
small British Expeditionary Force succeeded in securing the town 
before the onset of winter, pushing the German forces back to the 
Passchendaele Ridge. The Second Battle of Ypres began in April 
1915 when the Germans released poison gas into the Allied lines 
north of Ypres. This was the first time gas had been used by either 
side and the violence of the attack forced an Allied withdrawal and 
a shortening of the line of defence. There was little more 
signif icant activity on this front until 1917, when in the Third 
Battle of Ypres an offensive was mounted by Commonwealth 
forces to divert German attention from a weakened French front 
further south. The initial attempt in June to dislodge the Germans 
from the Messines Ridge was a complete success, but the main 
assault north-eastward, which began at the end of July, quickly 
became a dogged struggle against determined opposition and the 
rapidly deteriorating weather. The campaign finally came to a 
close in November with the capture of Passchendaele. The German 
offensive of March 1918 met with some initial success, but was 
eventually checked and repulsed in a combined effort by the Allies 
in September. The battles of the Ypres Salient claimed many lives 
on both sides and it quickly became clear that the commemoration 
of members of the Commonwealth forces with no known grave  
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would have to be divided between several different sites. The site  
of the Menin Gate was chosen because of the hundreds of 
thousands of men who passed through it on their way to the 
battlefields. It commemorates those of all Commonwealth nations 
(except New Zealand) who died in the Salient, in the case of 
United Kingdom casualties before 16 August 1917. Those United 
Kingdom and New Zealand servicemen who died after that date 
are named on the memorial at Tyne Cot, a site which marks the 
furthest point reached by Commonwealth forces in Belgium until 
nearly the end of the war. Other New Zealand casualties are 
commemorated on memorials at Buttes New British Cemetery and 
Messines Ridge British Cemetery. The YPRES (MENIN GATE) 
MEMORIAL now bears the names of more than 54,000 officers 
and men whose graves are not known. The memorial, designed by 
Sir Reginald Blomfield with sculpture by Sir William Reid-Dick, 
was unveiled by Lord Plumer in July 1927. 
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Name: MOSSOP 

Initials:  W D 
Nationality:  United Kingdom 

Rank: Private 

Regiment/Service: Border Regiment 
Unit Text:  1st Bn. 

Age: 35 
Date of Death: 07/02/1917 

Service No: 17901 
Additional information:  Son of Mr. and Mrs. John Mossop, of Beckermet, Cumberland. 

Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead 
Grave/Memorial 

Reference: 
O. V. B. 8. 

Cemetery: ST. SEVER CEMETERY EXTENSION, ROUEN 

Location Information:  St Sever Cemetery and St. Sever Cemetery Extension are located 
within a large communal cemetery situated on the eastern edge of 
the southern Rouen suburbs of Le Grand Quevilly and Le Petit 
Quevilly. If approaching Rouen from the north, head for the centre 
of town and cross over the river Seine, following signs for Caen. 
Follow this route until you get to the 'Rond Point des Bruyeres' 
roundabout (next to the football stadium), then take the first exit 
into the Boulevard Stanislas Girardin. The cemetery is 150 metres 
down this road on the left. If approaching Rouen from the south, 
follow the N138 (Avenue des Canadiens) towards the centre of 
town. At the 'Rond Point des Bruyeres' roundabout (next to the 
football stadium), take the fourth exit into the Boulevard Stanislas 
Girardin. The cemetery is 150 metres down this road on the left. If 
arriving on foot, take the metro to St Sever Metro Station, then 
follow the Avenue de Caen until you get to the Avenue de la 
Liberation, then take this road and follow this, which will become 
the Boulevard du 11 Novembre. At the end of this road is the 
'Rond Point des Bruyeres' roundabout. Take the first exit from this 
into the Boulevard Stanislas Girardin. The cemetery is 150 metres 
down this road on the left. 

Historical Information:  During the First World War, Commonwealth camps and hospitals 
were stationed on the southern outskirts of Rouen. A base supply 
depot and the 3rd Echelon of General Headquarters were also 
established in the city. Almost all of the hospitals at Rouen 
remained there for practically the whole of the war. They included 
eight general, f ive stationary, one British Red Cross and one 
labour hospital, and No. 2 Convalescent Depot. A number of the 
dead from these hospitals were buried in other cemeteries, but the 
great majority were taken to the city cemetery of St. Sever. In 
September 1916, it was found necessary to begin an extension, 
where the last burial took place in April 1920. During the Second 
World War, Rouen was again a hospital centre and the extension 
was used once more for the burial of Commonwealth servicemen, 
many of whom died as prisoners of war during the German  
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occupation. The cemetery extension contains 8,346  
Commonwealth burials of the First World War (ten of them 
unidentified) and 328 from the Second World War (18 of them 
unidentified). There are also 8 Foreign National burials here. The 
extension was designed by Sir Reginald Blomfield. 
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Name: PITPLADDY, JAMES 

Initials:  J 
Nationality:  Canadian 

Rank: Private 

Regiment/Service: Canadian Infantry (Central Ontario Regiment) 
Unit Text:  15th Bn. 

Date of Death: 21/05/1915 
Service No: 77744 

Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead 
Memorial:  VIMY MEMORIAL  

Location Information:  The Vimy Memorial overlooks the Douai Plain from the highest 
point of Vimy Ridge, about eight kilometres northeast of Arras on 
the N17 towards Lens. The memorial is signposted from this road 
to the left, just before you enter the village of Vimy from the south. 
The memorial itself is someway inside the memorial park, but 
again it is well signposted.  

Historical Information:  On the opening day of the Battle of Arras, 9 April 1917, the four 
divisions of the Canadian Corps, fighting side by side for the first 
time, scored a huge tactical victory in the capture of the 60 metre 
high Vimy Ridge. After the war, the highest point of the ridge was 
chosen as the site of the great memorial to all Canadians who 
served their country in battle during the First World War, and 
particularly to the 60,000 who gave their lives in France. It also 
bears the names of 11,000 Canadian servicemen who died in 
France - many of them in the fight for Vimy Ridge - who have no 
known grave. The memorial was designed by W S Allward. 
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Name: POOLE, WILLIAM 

Initials:  W 
Nationality:  United Kingdom 

Rank: Private 

Regiment/Service: King's Own (Royal Lancaster Regiment) 
Unit Text:  8th Bn. 

Age: 23 
Date of Death: 20/10/1915 

Service No: 14705 
Additional information:  Son of James and Grace Poole, of Fair View, Little Urswick, 

Ulverston. 
Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead 

Grave/Memorial 
Reference: 

I. 11. 

Cemetery: DIVISIONAL CEMETERY  

Location Information:  Divisional Cemetery, Dickebusch Road is located 2 km west of 
Ieper town centre. From Ieper town centre the Poperingseweg 
(N308), is reached via Elverdingsestraat then straight over two 
small roundabouts in the J. Capronstraat. The Poperingseweg is a 
continuation of J. Capronstraat and begins after a prominent 
railway level crossing. 1km along the Poperingseweg lies the left 
hand turning onto Omloopstraat. The cemetery itself is located 100 
metres along the Omloopstraat on the right hand side of the road. 

Historical Information:  The cemetery was first used by Commonwealth units at the end of 
April 1915 and continued in use until May 1916. Row C contains 
the collective grave of 23 men of the 2nd Duke of Wellington's 
(West Riding) Regiment who were killed in the German gas attack 
at Hill 60 on 5 May 1915. The cemetery was used again from July 
1917, mostly by artillery units, for burials arising from the 1917 
Flanders offensive. There are now 283 First World War burials 
within the cemetery. The cemetery was designed by Sir Edwin 
Lutyens. 
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Name: PROCTER 

Initials:  J 
Nationality:  United Kingdom 

Rank: Private 

Regiment/Service: King's Own (Royal Lancaster Regiment) 
Unit Text:  2nd/5th Bn. 

Age: 30 
Date of Death: 05/10/1918 

Service No: 48934 
Additional information:  Son of Thomas and Mary Procter, of Ulverston; husband of 

Isabella Procter, of 17, Tarn Side, Ulverston, Lancs. 
Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead 

Grave/Memorial 
Reference: 

III. C. 2. 

Cemetery: SUNKEN ROAD CEMETERY, BOISLEUX-ST. MARC  

Location Information:  Boisleux-St Marc is a village in the department of the Pas-de-
Calais, 8 kilometres south of Arras. Sunken Road Cemetery is 
down a 1 kilometre track on the west side of the road running 
between this village and the adjacent village of Boisleux-au-Mont 
(D42E). 

Historical Information:  Boisleux-St. Marc was occupied by Commonwealth troops in 
March 1917 following the German withdrawal to the Hindenburg 
Line. The 20th Casualty Clearing Station was established at 
Boisleux-au-Mont in June and the 43rd in November, but both had 
left by the end of March 1918. From April to almost the end of 
August part of Boisleux-St. Marc was once again in German 
hands. In September, October and November, six Casualty 
Clearing Stations were posted at Boisleux-au-Mont for shorts 
periods. Sunken Road Cemetery was called at one time "Boisleux-
au-Mont British Cemetery". It was begun by the hospitals in May 
1917 and used until July when it began to be shelled. Four burials 
were made in March 1918 and it was completed the following 
September and October. The cemetery contains 416 
Commonwealth burials of the First World War, two of them 
unidentified, and four German war graves. 
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Name: REMINGTON, JOSEPH 

Initials:  J 
Nationality:  United Kingdom 

Rank: Private 

Regiment/Service: King's Own (Royal Lancaster Regiment) 
Unit Text:  1st/4th Bn. 

Date of Death: 08/08/1916 
Service No: 200720 

Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead 
Grave/Memorial Reference: Pier and Face 5 D and 12 B. 

Memorial:  THIEPVAL MEMORIAL  
Location Information:  The Thiepval Memorial will be found on the D73, off 

the main Bapaume to Albert road (D929). Each year a 
major ceremony is held at the memorial on 1 July.  

Historical Information:  On 1 July 1916, supported by a French attack to the 
south, thirteen divisions of Commonwealth forces 
launched an offensive on a line from north of 
Gommecourt to Maricourt. Despite a preliminary 
bombardment lasting seven days, the German defences 
were barely touched and the attack met unexpectedly 
fierce resistance. Losses were catastrophic and with 
only minimal advances on the southern flank, the 
initial attack was a failure. In the following weeks, 
huge resources of manpower and equipment were 
deployed in an attempt to exploit the modest successes 
of the first day. However, the German Army resisted 
tenaciously and repeated attacks and counter attacks 
meant a major battle for every village, copse and 
farmhouse gained. At the end of September, Thiepval 
was finally captured. The village had been an original 
objective of 1 July. Attacks north and east continued 
throughout October and into November in increasingly 
difficult weather conditions. The Battle of the Somme 
finally ended on 18 November with the onset of 
winter. In the spring of 1917, the German forces fell 
back to their newly prepared defences, the Hindenburg 
Line, and there were no further significant 
engagements in the Somme sector until the Germans 
mounted their major offensive in March 1918. The 
Thiepval Memorial, the Memorial to the Missing of 
the Somme, bears the names of more than 72,000 
officers and men of the United Kingdom and South 
African forces who died in the Somme sector before 
20 March 1918 and have no known grave. Over 90% 
of those commemorated died between July and 
November 1916. The memorial also serves as an 
Anglo-French Battle Memorial in recognition of the 
joint nature of the 1916 offensive and a small 
cemetery containing equal numbers of Commonwealth  
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and French graves lies at the foot of the memorial. The 
memorial, designed by Sir Edwin Lutyens, was built 
between 1928 and 1932 and unveiled by the Prince of 
Wales, in the presence of the President of France, on 
31 July 1932. The dead of other Commonwealth 
countries who died on the Somme and have no known 
graves are commemorated on national memorials 
elsewhere.  
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Name: SLATER  

Initials:  J P 
Nationality:  United Kingdom 

Rank: Gunner 

Regiment/Service: Royal Field Artillery 
Unit Text:  68th Bty. 14th Bde. 

Date of Death: 04/10/1918 
Service No: 67534 

Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead 
Grave/Memorial Reference: V. C. 6. 

Cemetery: BRIE BRITISH CEMETERY  
Location Information:  Brie is a village on the N29 Amiens-St Quentin road. 

The Cemetery lies on the left side of the D88 road 
about 1 kilometre from Brie in the direction of St 
Crist-Briost. 

Historical Information:  On 18-20 March 1917, Commonwealth troops 
repaired the bridge and took the village of Brie during 
the German retreat to the Hindenburg Line. The 
village and the bridge were later lost on 23 March 
1918, during the German offensive, but were regained 
on 5 September when the 32nd Division cleared the 
village. The cemetery was begun by Commonwealth 
units after the second occupation of the village and 
taken over by the 5th, 47th and 48th Casualty Clearing 
Stations, which were posted at Brie in September and 
October before being moved on along the St. Quentin 
road to Bihecourt, near Vermand. It was enlarged after 
the Armistice when graves were brought in from St. 
Cren British and German Cemeteries and from the 
battlefields east and south of Brie. Brie British 
Cemetery contains 409 Commonwealth burials and 
commemorations of the First World War. 49 of the 
burials are unidentified but there are special memorials 
to 15 casualties known or believed to be buried among 
them. There are also 36 German war graves in the 
cemetery. The cemetery was designed by Sir Herbert 
Baker. 
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Name: SMITH 

Initials:  E 
Nationality:  United Kingdom 

Rank: Private 

Regiment/Service: King's Own (Royal Lancaster Regiment) 
Unit Text:  4th Bn. 

Date of Death: 11/04/1919 
Service No: 200127 

Additional information:  Son of Mrs. F. Smith, of Much Urswick, Ulverston. 
Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead 

Grave/Memorial 
Reference: 

South-West part. 

Cemetery: URSWICK (ST. MARY) CHURCHYARD  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The above newspaper extract relates to 
Edward Smith, father of the Edward 
Smith commemorated here, but it also 
refers to the loss of his sons. 
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Name: SMITH, THOMAS 

Initials:  T 
Nationality:  United Kingdom 

Rank: Private 

Regiment/Service: Lancashire Fusiliers 
Unit Text:  2nd Bn. 

Age: 20 
Date of Death: 24/04/1918 

Service No: 51614 
Additional information:  Son of Thomas Henry and Harriet Smith, of Weint House, 

Urswick, Ulverston, Lancs. 
Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead 

Grave/Memorial 
Reference: 

Panel 45 and 46. 

Memorial:  LOOS MEMORIAL  

Location Information:  The Loos Memorial forms the side and back of Dud Corner 
Cemetery, and commemorates over 20,000 officers and men who 
have no known grave, who fell in the area from the River Lys to 
the old southern boundary of the First Army, east and west of 
Grenay. Loos-en-Gohelle is a village 5 kilometres north-west of 
Lens, and Dud Corner Cemetery is located about 1 kilometre west 
of the village, to the north-east of the N43 the main Lens to 
Bethune road.  

Historical Information:  Dud Corner Cemetery stands almost on the site of a German strong 
point, the Lens Road Redoubt, captured by the 15th (Scottish) 
Division on the first day of the battle. The name "Dud Corner" is 
believed to be due to the large number of unexploded enemy shells 
found in the neighbourhood after the Armistice. On either side of 
the cemetery is a wall 15 feet high, to which are fixed tablets on 
which are carved the names of those commemorated. At the back 
are four small circular courts, open to the sky, in which the lines of 
tablets are continued, and between these courts are three 
semicircular walls or apses, two of which carry tablets, while on 
the centre apse is erected the Cross of Sacrifice. 
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Name: SMITH, WILFRED 

Initials:  W 
Nationality:  United Kingdom 

Rank: Fusilier 

Regiment/Service: Royal Fusiliers (City of London Regiment) 
Unit Text:  2nd Bn. 

Age: 20 
Date of Death: 27/04/1943 

Service No: 5961631 
Additional information:  Son of Samuel and Margaret Smith, of Great Urswick, Lancashire. 

Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead 
Grave/Memorial 

Reference: 
II. E. 1. 

Cemetery: MASSICAULT WAR CEMETERY  

Location Information:  Massicault War Cemetery is about 25 kilometres south-west of 
Tunis on Route P5 to Medjez-el-Bab.  

Historical Information:  In May 1943, the war in North Africa came to an end in Tunisia 
with the defeat of the Axis powers by a combined Allied force. 
The campaign began on 8 November 1942, when Commonwealth 
and American troops made a series of landings in Algeria and 
Morocco. The Germans responded immediately by sending a force 
from Sicily to northern Tunisia, which checked the Allied advance 
east in early December. Meanwhile, in the south, the Axis forces 
defeated at El Alamein were withdrawing into Tunisia along the 
coast through Libya, pursued by the Allied Eighth Army. By mid 
April 1943, the combined Axis force was hemmed into a small 
corner of north-eastern Tunisia and the Allies were grouped for 
their final offensive. Many of those buried at Massicault War 
Cemetery died in the preparation for the final drive to Tunis in 
April 1943 and in that advance at the beginning of May. The 
cemetery contains 1,576 Commonwealth burials of the Second 
World War, 130 of them unidentified. 

 
 
The above Wilf Smith was the son of Sam Smith who worked as a sidesman on the roads around 
Urswick and Gleaston.  The family lived in Smithy Cottage at the bottom of The Hagg at Great 
Urswick, across the road from the former village Smithy.
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Name: STABLES, MALCOLM G. 

Initials:  M G 
Nationality:  United Kingdom 

Rank: Leading Aircraftman 

Regiment/Service: Royal Air Force 
Unit Text:  111 Sqdn. 

Age: 22 
Date of Death: 17/05/1942 

Service No: 624120 
Additional information:  Son of Harold and Margaret Agnes Stables, of Marton-in-Furness. 

Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead 
Grave/Memorial 

Reference: 
Grave 121. 

Cemetery: URSWICK (ST. MARY) CHURCHYARD  
 

The Squadron flew as part of both Nos. 11 and 12 Groups during the Battle of Britain and replaced 
its Hurricanes with Spitfires in April 1942.  At this time the Squadron was part of 11 Group and 
was based at Debden in Essex.  In November the Squadron moved to Gibraltar in preparation for 
Operation Torch - the invasion of North Africa - where it supported the 1st Army through Algeria 
and Tunisia. 

 

It is understood that the family of the above Malcolm G. Stables lived in the area of Bercune off 
Green Lane.
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Name: THORNBORROW, WILLIAM KENNETH 

Initials:  W K 
Nationality:  United Kingdom 

Rank: Flight Sergeant 

Regiment/Service: Royal Air Force 
Age: 27 

Date of Death: 11/11/1942 
Service No: 519348 

Additional information:  Son of James and Alice Mary Thornborrow; husband of Annie 
Mary Thornborrow, of York. 

Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead 
Grave/Memorial 

Reference: 
3. G. 17. 

Cemetery: JAKARTA WAR CEMETERY  
Location Information:  Jakarta (Djakarta) lies on the north-west coast of the island of Java. 

Jakarta War Cemetery is in the suburb of Menteng Poeloe, 11 
kilometres from the city centre and is adjacent to the Netherlands 
Field of Honour, Jakarta Selatam (South Jakarta). It can be reached 
by two main roads - Jalan Dr Saharto and Jalan Casablanca. The 
Cemetery which is open between the hours of 8.00am and 5.00 
pm. Monday to Friday, can be entered on the northern side by a 
short flight of steps leading into the Memorial building. The 
entrance faces the old civilian cemetery where hawkers from the 
local market often spill out, partly blocking access to the cemetery. 
The local name for the cemetery is Makam Perang Jakarta.  

Historical Information:  Jakarta, the capital of the Republic of Indonesia, lies on the north-
west coast of the island of Java. It was the administrative capital of 
the former Netherlands East Indies and was known as Batavia, the 
name used in the records of the 1939-1945 War. Batavia was the 
port by which thousands of British and Commonwealth 
servicemen entered Java in February 1942 from Singapore and 
Sumatra, shortly before the Japanese invasion of the island. It was 
defended by Nos. 232 and 605 (Fighter) Squadrons from Tjililitan 
airfield, a few miles distant. Although greatly outnumbered and 
dwindling in strength, the fighters remained in action in defence of 
the capital from 17th-27th February. The 77th Heavy Anti-Aircraft 
Regiment was also employed in Batavia's defence. On 25th 
February H.M.S. Exeter, Electra, Encounter and Jupiter and 
H.M.A.S Perth sailed from Batavia to join the Eastern Striking 
Force at Sourabaya before meeting the Japanese in the Battle of the 
Java Sea. On 1st March the Japanese landed near Batavia, by the 
4th the Dutch had ordered its evacuation, and on the 5th the 
Japanese occupied the town. Most of the Allied prisoners of war 
captured in Java were later concentrated in a number of prison 
camps around Batavia, one of the largest being "Bicycle Camp", so 
named because it had been the barracks of a Dutch cycle battalion. 
The camp held among its first prisoners 300 survivors of H.M.A.S. 
Perth, and 250 soldiers of the 2/15th Punjab Regiment who had 
fought in Borneo. In 1961 at the request of the Indonesian  
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Government, the Commonwealth dead from the Netherlands Field 
of Honour at Sourabaya, and from those at Palembang, Medan and 
Muntok in Sumatra, were brought into the cemetery, which already 
contained 474 Commonwealth war graves. Additional land was 
acquired to accommodate all the graves, and the total number of 
burials was increased to over 1,000. Jakarta War Cemetery 
therefore contains the graves of many who died in defence of Java 
and Sumatra during the swift Japanese advance in 1942 and many 
others who perished afterwards as prisoners of war. Among the 
dead were sailors who fought in the Battle of the Java Sea, soldiers 
of "Blackforce" including a number of Australians whose graves 
lie together in plot 6, and airmen who died in flying battle and 
airfield defence. The cemetery is entered on its northern side by a 
short flight of steps leading into a memorial building. Two main 
grass avenues cross the site, one running north-south and one east-
west, and the Cross of Sacrifice stands at their intersection. The 
graves of members of the forces of undivided India lie on a terrace 
in the southern part of the cemetery. Here an Indian Forces 
monument has been set up; it is a stone pillar crowned by a 
sculptured wreath and bearing wreaths on two sides, with "INDIA" 
inscribed below one and "PAKISTAN" below the other. The 
graves are marked by bronze plaques set in concrete pedestals. The 
cemetery is covered with turf and planted with many colourful 
sub-tropical trees and shrubs.  

 
 
 
One source suggests the possibility that Flight Sgt. Thornborrow may have been amongst those 
whose remains were moved to Jakata from Java/Sumatra 
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Name: TRENOUTH 

Initials:  W J E 
Nationality:  United Kingdom 

Rank: Private 

Regiment/Service: Lancashire Fusiliers 
Unit Text:  18th Bn. 

Age: 20 
Date of Death: 31/10/1918 

Service No: 63891 
Additional information:  Son of William and Mary Trenouth, of 4, Longlands, Dalton-in-

Furness. 
Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead 

Grave/Memorial 
Reference: 

I. A. 5. 

Cemetery: HARLEBEKE NEW BRITISH CEMETERY  

Location Information:  Harlebeke New British Cemetery is located 32 kilometres east of 
Ieper town centre on a road leading from the N8 Meenseweg, 
connecting Ieper to Menen, Wevelgem, Kortrijk and Zwevegem. 
Ieper is linked to Kortrijk via the N8 passing through Menen and 
Wevelgem, joining the A17 1.5 kilometres after Wevelgem, in the 
direction of Gent. The A17 continues for 4 kilometres then meets 
the junction with the E17 continuing towards Gent. 12 kilometres 
along the E17 lies the junction with the N36 towards Harlebeke. 
The N36 ends at a T junction with the N43. Turning left at this 
junction towards Kortrijk leads to the left hand turning onto 
Deerlijksestraat. The cemetery is located 250 metres along the 
Deerlijksestraat on the left hand side. 

Historical Information:  Harlebeke village was taken on the night of 19-20 October 1918 
by the 9th (Scottish) Division. Harlebeke New British Cemetery 
was made after the Armistice when graves were brought in from 
the surrounding battlefields of 1918 and, in 1924-25, from German 
cemeteries or plots in Belgium. The earlier concentrations are in 
Plots I and X, and the later in Plots I, II and XI to XIX. In the latter 
group are many graves of October 1914. In May 1940, The British 
Expeditionary Force was involved in the later stages of the defence 
of Belgium following the German invasion, and suffered many 
casualties in covering the withdrawal to Dunkirk. Commonwealth 
forces did not return until September 1944. The cemetery now 
contains 1,116 Commonwealth burials and commemorations of the 
First World War. 181 of the burials are unidentified and a special 
memorial is erected to one casualty who is believed to be buried 
among them. Other special memorials record the names of 19 
casualties buried by the Germans in other burial grounds whose 
graves could not be found on concentration. There are also ten 
burials of the Second World War in the cemetery. The cemetery 
was designed by W H Cowlishaw.  
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Name: WATERHOUSE, WILLIAM DENNIS 

Initials:  W D 
Nationality:  United Kingdom 

Rank: Assistant Steward 

Regiment/Service: Naval Auxiliary Personnel (Merchant Navy) 
Unit Text:  H.M.S. Avenger 

Age: 18 
Date of Death: 15/11/1942 

Service No: 250009 
Additional information:  Son of William and Elizabeth Rowan Waterhouse, of Ulverston, 

Lancashire. 
Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead 

Grave/Memorial 
Reference: 

Panel 7, Column 2. 

Memorial:  LIVERPOOL NAVAL MEMORIAL  

Location Information:  The Memorial is situated on the Mersey River Front at the Pier 
Head, Liverpool, close to and behind the Liver Buildings and the 
end of James Street. From the end of the M62 motorway follow the 
signs for the City Centre and Maritime Museum.  

Historical Information:  At the outbreak of the Second World War, it was evident that the 
Royal Navy would not be able to man all the auxiliary vessels that 
would serve with it. To deal with the shortfall in manpower, a 
number of officers and men of the Merchant Navy agreed to serve 
with the Royal Navy under the terms of a T.124 agreement, which 
made them subject to Naval discipline while generally retaining 
their Merchant Navy rates of pay and other conditions. The 
manning port established to administer these men was at 
Liverpool. More than 13,000 seamen served under these conditions 
in various types of auxiliary vessels, at first mainly in armed 
merchant cruisers, but also in armed boarding vessels, cable ships, 
rescue tugs, and others on special service. The Liverpool Naval 
Memorial commemorates 1,400 of these officers and men, who 
died on active service aboard more than 120 ships, and who have 
no grave but the sea. The great majority of Merchant Navy men, 
who did not serve with the Navy, but with merchant ships, are 
commemorated on the Merchant Navy Memorial, at Tower Hill in 
London.  

 
Built by the Sun Shipbuilding Co. of Chester, USA, and originally launched as the motor 
passenger liner Rio Hudson on 27 November 1940, she came to Britain under the Lend-Lease 
programme, and began her conversion to a British Auxiliary Aircraft Carrier, designated BAVG2, 
on 1 August 1941. Her conversion was completed on 1 March 1942, and commissioned the HMS 
Avenger on the following day.  
 
A ship of 9700 gross register tonnage, she was 492 feet long and 69.5 feet wide. She had two 12 
cylinder diesel engines, with a total output of 8500 hp, and maximum speed of 16.5 knots. 
Additionally, she had 15 aircraft, 12 torpedoes, 144 aircraft depth-charges, and 16 anti-aircraft 
guns. Her sister ships were H.M. Ships Biter, Charger and Dasher. 
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After taking part in the Operation Torch landings of North Africa in November 1942, she departed 
Gibraltar with convoy MFK 1(Y) on 14 November, heading home to the Clyde in the U.K. At 
0305 on 15 November, Avenger was torpedoed by the German U-Boat U155, along with two other 
escorting merchant ships, Ettrick which sank, and Almaak, which was damaged. Avenger was hit 
on the port side amidships, which in turn ignited her bomb room, blowing out the centre section of 
the ship. Her bow and stern sections rose in the air and sunk within 2 minutes, leaving only 12 
survivors. 
 

_______ 
 
It is understood that the Waterhouse family lived as tenants at the Swan Hotel in Little Urswick 
and that their above son was known in the village as Dennis. 
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Name: WILKINSON, JAMES MALACHI  

Initials:  J M 
Nationality:  United Kingdom 

Rank: Private 

Regiment/Service: King's Own (Royal Lancaster Regiment) 
Unit Text:  8th Bn. 

Age: 19 
Date of Death: 26/04/1917 

Service No: 30116 
Additional information:  Son of Thomas and Emily Wilkinson, of 12, Greenhaulme, Dalton-

in-Furness, Lancs. 
Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead 

Grave/Memorial 
Reference: 

Bay 2. 

Memorial:  ARRAS MEMORIAL  

Location Information:  The Arras Memorial is in the Faubourg-d'Amiens Cemetery, which 
is in the Boulevard du General de Gaulle in the western part of the 
town of Arras. The cemetery is near the Citadel, approximately 2 
kilometres due west of the railway station. 

Historical Information:  The French handed over Arras to Commonwealth forces in the 
spring of 1916 and the system of tunnels upon which the town is 
built were used and developed in preparation for the major 
offensive planned for April 1917. The Commonwealth section of 
the FAUBOURG D'AMIENS CEMETERY was begun in March 
1916, behind the French military cemetery established earlier. It 
continued to be used by field ambulances and fighting units until 
November 1918. The cemetery was enlarged after the Armistice 
when graves were brought in from the battlefields and from two 
smaller cemeteries in the vicinity. The cemetery contains 2,651 
Commonwealth burials of the First World War. In addition, there 
are 30 war graves of other nationalities, most of them German. 
During the Second World War, Arras was occupied by United 
Kingdom forces headquarters until the town was evacuated on 23 
May 1940. Arras then remained in German hands until retaken by 
Commonwealth and Free French forces on 1 September 1944. The 
cemetery contains seven Commonwealth burials of the Second 
World War. The graves in the French military cemetery were 
removed after the First World War to other burial grounds and the 
land they had occupied was used for the construction of the Arras 
Memorial and Arras Flying Services Memorial. The ARRAS 
MEMORIAL commemorates almost 35,000 servicemen from the 
United Kingdom, South Africa and New Zealand who died in the 
Arras sector between the spring of 1916 and 7 August 1918, the 
eve of the Advance to Victory, and have no known grave. The 
most conspicuous events of this period were the Arras offensive of 
April-May 1917, and the German attack in the spring of 1918. 
Canadian and Australian servicemen killed in these operations are 
commemorated by memorials at Vimy and Villers-Bretonneux. A  
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separate memorial remembers those killed in the Battle of Cambrai 
in 1917. The ARRAS FLYING SERVICES MEMORIAL 
commemorates nearly 1,000 airmen of the Royal Naval Air 
Service, the Royal Flying Corps, and the Royal Air Force, either by 
attachment from other arms of the forces of the Commonwealth or 
by original enlistment, who were killed on the whole Western 
Front and who have no known grave. Both cemetery and memorial 
were designed by Sir Edwin Lutyens, with sculpture by Sir 
William Reid Dick. 

 
 

It is understood that Private Wilkinson was brought up in Weint Lane, Great Urswick and that 
his father was a miner at Lindal.  It is further understood that the name Malachi was given to him 
as a mark of respect for Malachi James Cranke of Midtown House who had been good to the 
family. 
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